
SPECIAL OLYMPICS UNIFIED CHAMPION
SCHOOLS® SPOTLIGHT

FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY
The Special Olympics at FSU club was started in the fall of 2019 by a group of
undergraduate and graduate students that were all Unified partners in the local
county sports. These partners had such a great experience being a part of
Special Olympics Unified Soccer and Basketball teams that they wanted to make
sure more students on campus had the opportunity to get involved. With support
from SOFL, the newly formed club collaborated with SOFL-Leon County, FSU
Campus Recreation, and FSU Sport Management to expand Unified Sports
opportunities on campus by creating the university's first ever Unified team to
play in the campus intramural flag football league. This team was followed by
the first Unified sand volleyball and Unified kickball teams. As Unified Sports
continued to gain momentum on campus, SO@FSU and FSU Campus Rec
planned for a full Unified Basketball League in Spring 2020. Since then, Unified
teams have participated in intramural wiffle ball and intramural soccer as well
as hosted two FSUnified Day tournaments that were open to the Tallahassee
community. With college students coming and going, sustainability of
programming was always a consideration of SO@FSU programming. This is why
involvement of Tallahassee residents continues to be a focus of SO@FSU
activities. By offering a variety of opportunities for involvement, Unified Sports
became a way to not only connect FSU students with Special Olympics athletes,
but also to connect the campus and the community. 
-Melanie Dammel, Doctoral Candidate, Florida State University

THE SCOOP
WITH

COLLEGIATE SPECIAL OLYMPICS
UNIFIED SPORTS®

•   FALL 2021  •

BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE NIRSA CHAMP SERIES UNIFIED WORK TEAM

IN THIS
EDITION

SPECIAL OLYMPICS UNIFIED
CHAMPION SCHOOLS®

SPOTLIGHT
- 1

 
UPCOMING EVENTS

- 2 & 3
 

INFORMATION & RESOURCES
- 4

 

FOLLOW THE SPECIAL OLYMPICS CLUB AT FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY HERE
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"Let me win. But if I cannot win, let me be
brave in the attempt."

-Special Olympics athlete oath

T.

MEDIA FOR THE MOVEMENT COLLEGE TOUR - JRSPORTSBRIEF

JR Jackson, founder and host of JRSportBrief, is teaming up with Special Olympics
Unified Champion Schools® to host “Media for the Movement,” an 11-week U.S. college
tour where JR will meet and speak with students and athletes on inclusion in sports

media. The tour began at Springfield College on September 20. JRSportBrief airs live
on CBS Sports Radio M-F 10 pm-2 am ET and is posted the next day on Audacy. 

Click HERE for JR’s tour announcement with Jason Teitler, SVP, Global Communications
and Brand Lead at Special Olympics. 

 
Questions? Contact Alexandra Padalino (apadalino@specialolympics.org) 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS

https://nirsaskills.com/
https://omny.fm/shows/jr-sportbrief/jr-sportbrief-9-14-21-jason-teitler-vp-of-the-spec
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fomny.fm%2Fshows%2Fjr-sportbrief%2Fjr-sportbrief-9-14-21-jason-teitler-vp-of-the-spec&data=04%7C01%7Cdyoung11%40lsu.edu%7Cba33ea0a067e4b175ed208d979550754%7C2d4dad3f50ae47d983a09ae2b1f466f8%7C0%7C0%7C637674228389549197%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=fiM8hzx6tx8qVCmzZL6veYqS4fVYrJ8J87BtqyuKmok%3D&reserved=0
mailto:apadalino@specialolympics.org
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UPCOMING EVENTS

CLICK THE PICTURE TO GET TO THE REGISTRATION PAGE!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf8uN58f22u5ebMYqlJRuSDYKeMzKJqh_Rws05n-o-HCZUTIA/viewform
https://nirsaskills.com/


Changing the
world is a contact

sport.

INFORMATION & RESOURCES

BECOME A NATIONAL BANNER
SPECIAL OLYMPICS UNIFIED
CHAMPION SCHOOL®!

Click HERE for the 10 College Standards for a school!

For a complete list of recognized schools, please
click HERE

KEEP YOUR INFORMATION UP TO
DATE ON THE INSTITUTIONAL UNIFIED

SPORTS®  DATABASE!
Cl ick HERE  to access our database.  Use this to
update any contact information you might have.
I f  you are offer ing any new unif ied sports
please use the ‘Other ’  column to l ist  anything
not considered a Championship Ser ies sport .

ESPN RECOGNIZES SPECIAL OLYMPICS
UNIFIED CHAMPION SCHOOLS FOR
EFFORTS TO INCLUDE STUDENTS
WITH DISABILITIES

Click HERE  for the full article.

NIRSA CHAMP SERIES APPLICATIONS

Regional Officials - Closing Dates Vary
National Officials - Closes November 22, 2021

The Championship Series has volunteer and officials
positions open NOW!

Flag Football

Click HERE for more information and to apply! 

https://dotorg.brightspotcdn.com/51/83/e5552f644cf0857764e375c963e3/college-standards-feb18.pdf
https://www.specialolympics.org/our-work/unified-champion-schools/banner-recognition-program
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/15aojYeH-QDmUROCQeoHU9YTGtPczn_Q0xZfPCd95tXM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/15aojYeH-QDmUROCQeoHU9YTGtPczn_Q0xZfPCd95tXM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/15aojYeH-QDmUROCQeoHU9YTGtPczn_Q0xZfPCd95tXM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/15aojYeH-QDmUROCQeoHU9YTGtPczn_Q0xZfPCd95tXM/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.espn.com/specialolympics/story/_/id/30022536/espn-recognizes-special-olympics-unified-champion-schools-efforts-include-students-disabilities
https://www.espn.com/specialolympics/story/_/id/30022536/espn-recognizes-special-olympics-unified-champion-schools-efforts-include-students-disabilities
http://play.nirsa.net/nirsa-championship-series/volunteers/

